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INTRODUCTION 

 

In Revelation 20, a 1000-year reign of Christ is mentioned.  The Latin word for 1000 years is 

millennium; hence, the reign of Christ is referred to by Bible commentators as the millennial period. 

 

Pre-millennial refers to events before the millennium (pre - means before).  Pre-millennialism is a 

system of thought in which Jesus’ second coming occurs before the 1000-year reign of Christ begins. 

 

In examining pre-millennialism, we first want to consider its teaching and its perspective of the 

scriptures.  Then we want to examine the base on which pre-millennial thought rests from a Biblical point 

of view. 

 

 

BASIC OUTLINE OF PRE-MILLENNIALISM 

 

History of Israel 
 

In order to understand pre-millennialism, and the significant prophecies in connection with its 

viewpoint of the Lord’s return, it is absolutely necessary to understand the general history of the nation 

Israel.  Below is a brief outline of Israel’s history as recorded in the Bible [dates added], accompanied by a 

sketch of the area and an explanation of the points in the outline. 

 

1. Covenant with Abraham - 1876 BC 

2. Crossing the Red Sea, Law of Moses - 1446 BC 

3. Entering Canaan - 1406 BC 

4. David becomes king - 1010 BC 

5. Kingdom splits - 930 BC 

6. Northern kingdom (Israel) destroyed - 722 BC 

7. Southern kingdom (Judah) nearly destroyed - 605-585 BC 

8. Remnant of Judah returns - 536 BC 

9. Judah rejects the Messiah - 30 AD 

10. Jerusalem destroyed - 70 AD 
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There is some dispute as to the dates listed above, especially for the first five, but these are generally 

accepted as being “in the ballpark” by conservative scholars. 

 

1. In approximately 2000 BC, God made a special covenant with Abraham regarding his seed (the 

covenant was renewed with Isaac, and then with Jacob in 1876 BC.  In Galatians 3:17, Paul 

emphasizes that the covenant with Abraham came 430 years before the Law.  A date of 1446 BC 

for the Law of Moses gives the date of 1876 BC.)  This covenant will be discussed at some length 

in the following sections. 

 

2. In 1446 BC Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt, crossed the Red Sea, and gave the people 
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the Ten Commandments (and all the other Old Testament laws) at Mt. Sinai. 

 

3. At the death of Moses, the leadership passed to Joshua.  For years the people of Israel had 

wandered in the wilderness, and all but two men of those who were more than 20 years old at the 

crossing of the Red Sea were destroyed during that period.  Under the leadership of Joshua, the 

new generation of Israelites crossed the Jordan River and took possession of the land of Canaan.  

The land of Canaan was then apportioned out to the twelve tribes, each tribe receiving a certain 

section of land which was to be theirs for as long as Israel existed. 

 

4. For roughly 350 years the nation of Israel was governed only by men and women who were called 

judges.  These were those whom God raised up to maintain law and order in the land in the absence 

of any central authority.  The people began to clamor for a king, however, in order to be like the 

other nations around them, so God grudgingly let them have a king.  When the first king, named 

Saul, went bad, God appointed David to be king.  When David officially became king in 1010 BC, 

a subtle split between the tribe of Judah and the other tribes of Israel began to develop because 

David, being of the tribe of Judah, tended to favor Judah. 

 

5. Solomon, David’s son, taxed the people heavily.  At his death, ten of the twelve tribes broke away, 

leaving only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin under the rule of Solomon’s son Rehoboam.  The ten 

tribes which broke away retained the name of Israel, while the two remaining tribes took the name 

of Judah, since the tribe of Judah was by far dominant.  Israel’s capital city was eventually 

established at the city of Samaria, while Judah’s capital was at Jerusalem. 

 

6. When Israel broke away, it also broke with divinely established worship, and began to worship 

idols.   Because of idol worship, and because of the extreme immorality of the people, God had the 

Assyrians destroy the northern kingdom (also called Ephraim and Samaria by this time) in 722 BC. 

 

7. Although Judah retained an outward form of worship of God, she also lapsed into idolatry and 

immorality.  In 605 BC God allowed Babylon to conquer Judah, and a number of residents were 

carried captive into Babylon.  In 585 BC, the Babylonians completely destroyed Jerusalem and the 

Temple of God; and, basically, the only people of Judah who remained were those who were 

captive in Babylon or scattered elsewhere. 

 

8. In 536 BC, in accordance with prophecy which Jeremiah had made some 70 years earlier, the 

Persians conquered Babylon, and allowed the people of Judah to return and begin to rebuild 

Jerusalem and the Temple.  This small group that returned was known to the prophets as “the 

remnant.” 

 

9. The last of the Old Testament prophets wrote in 430 BC.  Until the coming of John the Immerser, 

and the Lord Jesus, there was silence from heaven.  The Jews, in accordance with Old Testament 

prophecy, put Jesus to death.  With the establishment of the church on the Jewish feast day of 

Pentecost, 30 AD, a number of Jews repented and were immersed in the name of Christ for the 

remission of their sins.  But large numbers rejected Jesus as the Messiah. 

 

10. In consequence of the Jews rejection of the Messiah, in 70 AD God sent the armies of Rome to 

destroy Jerusalem.  They burned the city, and leveled the Temple. 

 

 

The Covenant with Abraham 

 

Pre-millennialism is based on what its leading proponents call the “literal method of interpreting 

scripture.”  The literal method allows for no figurative or symbolic interpretation of any verse of scripture 

except in extreme cases. 

 

Pre-millennialism begins with the literal interpretation of the covenant God made with Abraham.  In 

Genesis 15, God confirmed His promise to Abraham that his descendants would be as numberless as the 
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stars in the heavens by passing through two halves of the sacrifice Abraham had prepared for God.  As He 

passed between the pieces in the form of a smoking oven and a flaming torch, God said to Abraham, “To 

your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the great river Euphrates” 

(Genesis 15:18). 

 

Later, in Genesis 17:8, it is written that God said to Abraham: “And I will give to you and your 

descendants after you, the land of your sojourning, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; 

and I will be their God.” 

 

The literal interpretation of these promises is that God promised the land of Canaan to the people of 

Israel forever.  “It is evident... that the physical seed of Abraham was promised eternal possession of the 

land” (J. Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come; Zondervan Press, Grand Rapids, MI 49506; p.90). 

 

The reasoning of pre-millennialism begins here - God promised the land of Canaan to Israel as an 

eternal possession.  The promise to Abraham was confirmed to the nation of Israel just before they crossed 

the Jordan River under the leadership of Joshua (Deuteronomy 30:1-10).  These promises were expanded 

upon in God’s promise to David that his throne would be established forever (II Samuel 7:16).  Someone of 

David’s line would sit on David’s throne ruling over the nation Israel in the land of Canaan. 

 

 

Old Testament Prophecies of Restoration 
 

Following the capture of the land of Canaan, the people of Israel gradually lapsed into idolatry.  Never 

in the history recorded in the Old Testament did they, according to pre-millennial thinking, possess the land 

from the river of Egypt to the Euphrates River.  So the promises given to Israel by God through Abraham 

were yet unfulfilled when God destroyed Israel in 722 BC and Judah in 585 BC. 

 

Pre-millennialists draw the conclusion that these promises are to be fulfilled in some future history of 

Israel.   Pre-millennialists feel that this conclusion is justified by numerous Old Testament prophecies.  

Typical of these is Jeremiah 31:5,6: “Again you shall plant vineyards on the hills of Samaria; the planters 

shall plant and enjoy them.  For there shall be a day when watchmen on the hills of Ephraim shall call out, 

‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.’” 

 

When Jeremiah prophesied that those living in the northern nation of Israel (here called Samaria and 

Ephraim) would go up to Jerusalem to worship, the northern nation had long since been destroyed.  

Jeremiah’s prophecy, according to pre-millennialism, did not begin to be fulfilled until 1948 when the 

nation of Israel did once again become sovereign, possessing the hills of Ephraim and the vineyards of 

Samaria. 

 

Another such prophecy is given in Amos 9:11-15.  God promised the rebuilding of the tabernacle of 

David, and the return of the people to the land, from which they would never again be rooted out.  (The tab-

ernacle of David is the kingdom of Israel, according to some leading pre-millennialists - see Pentecost, 

Things to Come, pp.110, 111) 

 

The Old Testament also prophesied the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem: “And I…will set My 

sanctuary in their midst forever” (Ezekiel 37:26).  Although the people have been restored to the land, the 

Temple (according to pre-millennialism) has not yet been rebuilt.  And it must be rebuilt before the 

Antichrist can come. 
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Rejection of Christ by the Jews 
 

When God sent His Son - born of a virgin - into the world, the Jews rejected Him, and crucified Him. 

 

With the rejection of Christ by the Jews, God interrupted His program with Israel to interject the 

church age, designated by the pre-millennialists as the “mystery.”  “The existence of this present age, 

which was to interrupt God’s established program with Israel, was a mystery” (Pentecost, Things to Come, 

p.135).  Furthermore, it is stated that “…this whole age existed in the mind of God without having been 

revealed in the Old Testament” (ibid., p.137). 

 

One of the purposes of this mystery age is to make the Jews jealous, so that they will come to 

salvation.  “I say, then, they [the Jews] did not stumble so as to fall, did they?   May it never be!  But by 

their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them [the Jews] jealous.” (Romans 11:11). 

 

 

The Rapture 
 

In pre-millennial diction, “the rapture” occurs when Christians are lifted off the earth to meet Christ as 

described in I Thessalonians 4:16,17.  “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 

the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.  Then we 

who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 

and thus we shall always be with the Lord.” 

 

Pre-millennialism makes a distinction between the “rapture” and the second coming of Christ.  The 

rapture is sometimes termed “the translation,” and the second coming is described as “the second advent.”   

In the rapture, the church is silently lifted off the earth as described in the bumper sticker - WARNING: IN 

CASE OF RAPTURE THIS CAR WILL BE UNMANNED.   In the second advent, which occurs seven 

years after the rapture, Christ returns to the earth with the saints to reign over the earth out of Jerusalem. 

 

There are three Greek words which relate to the rapture and the second advent: parousia, apokalupsis, 

and epiphanea.  John F. Walvoord, president of Dallas Theological Seminary, is quoted favorably by J. 

Dwight Pentecost: “It is the viewpoint of the writer that all three terms are used in a general and not a 

technical sense, and that they are descriptive of both the rapture and the glorious return of Christ to the 

earth…” (Pentecost, Things to Come, p.156). 

 

 

The Antichrist 
 

When the church is raptured off the earth, the Antichrist (according to pre-millennial thinking) comes 

and takes his seat in the Temple.  Paul writes, that before the day of the Lord would come, a general falling 

away would occur, and “the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes, and exalts 

himself above every so called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 

displaying himself as being God” (II Thessalonians 2:3,4). 

 

The Antichrist is also referred to as the “abomination of desolation” (Matthew 24:15) who will stand 

in the holy place (the Temple).  The Antichrist is also sometimes described as the second beast in 

Revelation 13 (defined as the “false prophet” in Revelation 19:20) whose number “666” is that of a man. 

 

Many pre-millennialists view the Antichrist as a man who will come back to life (Revelation 13:3), 

and who will take his seat in the Temple. 

 

Others, such as J. Dwight Pentecost, are forced by the scriptures to say that “antichrist” refers to a 

system or philosophy of religion rather than a specific individual.  He explains: “The word antichrist 

appears only in the epistles of John...  A study of these references will reveal that John is principally 

concerned with an immediate doctrinal error - the denial of the person of Christ.  The emphasis is not on a 
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future revelation of an individual, but rather on the present manifestation of false doctrine...” (Pentecost, 

Things to Come, p.337).   He closes out his argument by stating that Satan and the first and second beasts of 

Revelation 13, “in their corporate unity, culminate lawlessness”; that is, the three operating as a unit 

constitute the Antichrist philosophy (ibid., p.330). 

 

 

The Great Tribulation 
 

In pre-millennial chronology, when the Antichrist controls the Temple of God following the rapture of 

the church, the earth is engulfed in the “great tribulation” (Matthew 24:21).  “…this period is peculiarly the 

time when God’s wrath and judgment fall upon the earth.  This is not wrath from men, nor from Satan, 

except as God may use these agencies as channels for the execution of His will; it is tribulation from God.  

This period differs from all preceding tribulation, not only in intensity, but also in the kind of tribulation, 

since it comes from God Himself” (Pentecost, Things to Come, p.236, 237). 

 

The tribulation lasts seven years.  This is calculated from prophecy given in Daniel 9:24-27.   From a 

pre-millennial perspective, all Old Testament prophecy relates to the physical nation Israel, and there is no 

prophecy concerning the church since the church constitutes the “mystery age.”  Daniel 9:24-27 speaks of 

70 weeks of years (literally 70 “sevens”).  69 of those sets of seven were fulfilled in the preparation of the 

coming of the Messiah, the Prince (Jesus Christ).  Before the 70th week is fulfilled, there is a gap created 

by the church age.  But when the church is raptured, the mystery age is over and God again begins to 

implement His program for Israel.  With this implementation, the 70th week begins; it is therefore seven 

years from the rapture until God closes the great tribulation by establishing His kingdom with the return of 

Jesus. 

 

The New Testament book of Revelation fits into the pre-millennial view as follows: Revelation 

chapter one sets the scene for the message from Jesus.  Revelation 2 & 3 describe seven church “ages” 

beginning with the “Ephesian age” and culminating in the “Laodicean age,” the age of the “lukewarm 

church.”  Revelation chapters 4 though 18 deal with the events during the “great tribulation,” ending with 

the return of Christ described in Revelation 19. 

 

Pre-millennialists themselves are somewhat divided.  There are those who view the rapture of the 

church as occurring following the tribulation (post-tribulationists); those who view the rapture as occurring 

at the three and one-half year mark of the tribulation (midtribulationists); and those who view the rapture as 

occurring before the tribulation (pre-tribulationists).  Strict adherence to the terms of “literal interpretation” 

as defined by pre-millennialists would seem to force the “orthodox” to the pre-tribulationist position.  The 

pre-millennialists’ interpretation of Revelation depends upon their individual views of the rapture in regard 

to its relation to the tribulation. 

 

During the tribulation, Elijah the prophet will come and prepare the nation Israel for the second 

coming of Christ.  “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 

terrible day of the Lord” (Malachi 4:5).  “As John the Baptist preached ... to prepare Israel for the first 

coming, Elijah will preach to prepare Israel for the second advent” (Pentecost, Things to Come, p.237). 

 

As a result of Elijah’s preaching the good news of the impending kingdom (along with 144,000 sealed 

Israelites), there is a mass turning of the Israelite nation to Christ.  “…a partial hardening has happened to 

Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; and thus all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, 

‘The Deliverer will come from Zion; He will remove all ungodliness from Jacob.’  ‘And this is My cov-

enant with them when I take away their sins.’” (Romans 11:25-27).  The “times of the Gentiles” (Luke 

21:24) will be fulfilled at the Lord’s return, and this will mark the acceptance of Israel as a nation again in 

the sight of God. 
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The Lord’s Return 
 

When the seven years of tribulation are completed (according to pre-millennial doctrine), Jesus makes 

His return as described in Revelation 19.  As He returns, He brings with Him the saints who were 

“raptured” with Him seven years earlier; and He begins the 1000-year reign on earth. 

 

When Christ returns, the saints who lost their lives during the great tribulation are resurrected 

(Revelation 20:4,5).  This is the first resurrection.  (All the Old Testament saints are resurrected at this time 

also.)  “Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has 

no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years” 

(Revelation 20:6). 

 

With the return of Christ, Satan is bound for 1000 years (Revelation 20:1-3), preparing the way for the 

peaceful millennial reign of Christ. 

 

 

The 1000 Years 
 

At the resurrection of the tribulation saints, and the resurrection of the Old Testament saints at the 

second coming of Christ, the thousand-year reign of Jesus begins.  In the pre-millennial system of thought, 

this is the fulfillment of many Old Testament prophecies (such as the lion laying down with the lamb, etc.), 

and the culmination of the plan of the ages.  The following are the characteristics of the kingdom: 

 

1. This is the kingdom which was originally offered to the Jews by John the Immerser and Jesus 

(Matthew 3:2; 4:17).  But (according to pre-millennialist thinking) when the Jews rejected Christ, 

the offer of the kingdom was withdrawn, and the mystery age of the church was ushered in until the 

Jews could be prepared to accept the Messiah (Pentecost, Things to Come, p.463-466). 

 

2. Because Satan is bound for the 1000 years, the reign of Christ is characterized by peace, holiness, 

and justice. 

 

3. Although Jesus reigns over the earth, David will reign as king over Palestine (Pentecost, Things to 

Come, p.500). 

 

4. The New Covenant prophesied by Jeremiah (Jeremiah 31:31-34) now takes effect. “The 

conclusion, therefore, would be that this covenant, which was future to the prophets, and was future 

in the New Testament, can only be realized following the second advent of Christ in the millennial 

age”  (Pentecost, Things to Come, p.120). 

 

5. Many aspects of Old Testament worship are re-instituted, including animal sacrifices in the 

Temple.  With the exception of the High Priest, the Old Testament priesthood is restored in the 

sons of Zadok (Ezekiel 40:46). 

 

6. Resurrected saints, those who lived through the tribulation, and babies born during the millennium 

all live together.  Jerusalem is occupied by those who have been resurrected. 

 

 

The Loosing of Satan 
 

At the end of the thousand years, Satan is loosed for a little season (Revelation 20:3-7).  When he is 

loosed, he leads the world in revolt against the theocracy of Christ.  This is the final test of those who have 

been living in the kingdom without possibility of temptation.  Pentecost writes: “While those going into the 

millennium were saved, they were not perfected.  The progeny born to them during the millennial age were 

born with the same fallen sin nature with which their parents were born and consequently needed 

regeneration . . . many, whose hearts had not been regenerated, [gave] required conformity to the law of the 
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King.  There must be a test to determine the true heart condition of the individuals in the age” (Pentecost, 

Things to Come, p. 549). 

 

“And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the 

beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them.  And the devil who deceived them was 

thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be 

tormented day and night forever and ever” (Revelation 20:9,10). 

 

 

The Great White Throne Judgment 
 

Following the destruction of the rebellious at the end of the kingdom, the great white throne 

judgment, as described in Revelation 20:11-15 occurs.  “And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat 

upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.  And I saw the 

dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was 

opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the 

books, according to their deeds.  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave 

up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.  And 

death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of fire.  And if 

anyone’s name was not found in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” 

 

From a pre-millennial point of view, all of the lost are resurrected to stand before the throne - none of 

the saved go to judgment, having been resurrected 1000 years earlier.  None of the lost’s names are found 

written in the book of life, and they are thrown into the lake of fire, which is the second death, or eternal 

separation from God. 

 

When the lost are judged, a new heaven and a new earth are created, as described in Revelation 21:1-

22:7, as a home for the saved. 

 

So ultimately in this view, there are 4 resurrections and 3 judgments that occur throughout the rest of 

the history (Tim Lahaye, Charting the End Times; Harvest House Publishers, Eugene, OR 97402 pp. 121-

123).  

 

 

Figure 1. A Chart of Pre-Millennialist Doctrine 

 

 

 

 


